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AUDITION GUIDE 

 

The Arsonists: A Moral Play Without a Moral  

Written by Max Frisch, Translation by Alistair Beaton 

Directed by Anika Dowsett 

 



ABOUT THE PLAY 

THE ARSONISTS is a dark comedy set in a town that is regularly attacked by arsonists.  

The central character, a businessman called Biedermann, is seen at the outset reading 

newspaper reports of arson, convinced that he could never be taken in. Within minutes, 

the first "hawker" has appeared (Schmitz), and through a combination of intimidation 

and persuasion, he talks his way into spending the night in the attic. As the play 

unfolds, a second arsonist appears (Eisenring), and before Biedermann can do anything 

to stop it, his attic is piled high with oil drums full of petrol. He even helps them to 

measure the detonating fuse and gives them matches, refusing to believe the full horror 

of what is happening. He soon becomes an accomplice in his own downfall. 

The action is observed by a Greek-style chorus of "firemen" who comment on 

Beidermann’s actions. 

THE ARSONISTS will be directed by long-time MTYP Instructor Anika Dowsett.  

 

AUDITION REQUIREMENTS 

1) Students must be between the ages of 13 to 18 as of December 1, 2023 

2) Students must submit a resume and headshot to theatreschool@mtyp no later 

than 24 hours before their audition time. 

3) Students must be familiar with the play and the “sides” (i.e. excerpts from the 

play) attached to this Audition Guide. No memorization of this material is 

necessary. 

4)  Students should wear comfortable clothes to move in 

5) Students should be prepared to answer the following questions: “What is 

something that makes you laugh?”  “What is something that makes you angry?”  

“What does it mean to you to be respectable?”  

6) Students AND Parents/Caregivers must fill out the “Letter of Commitment”  

BEFORE they audition located here: 

 

https://forms.gle/an1nuXzgoRuAiPPc6 

 

7) Students must register for an audition time here: 

https://forms.gle/P1D2wdUEQ7hM6ADW6 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_chorus
https://forms.gle/an1nuXzgoRuAiPPc6
https://forms.gle/P1D2wdUEQ7hM6ADW6


 

 

AUDITION TIMES AND FORMAT 

This is an ensemble play with a heavy focus on choral work and physical comedy.  

Casting will be ‘gender blind’.  We are auditioning students in groups of five. 

 

DATES/TIMES 

Auditions will be held on: 

Tuesday, September 5, 2023 and 

Wed September 6, 2023 

Auditions will be 45 min to 1 hour in length 

To sign up for audition go click here: 

 https://forms.gle/P1D2wdUEQ7hM6ADW6 

Sign up times are FINAL. You cannot change a sign up time, so please ensure you can 

make it! 

 

TERMS: 

Résumé: a one-page summary of your experience in theatre and/or film. Include your 

name, phone number and/or email, acting experience (indicate the name of production 

or film, your role, the name of the director, and the school, theatre or production 

company), relevant training (classes, lessons and workshops) and special skills. 

Head Shot: a recent photo from the shoulders to the top of the head, to help identify the 

student. Normally printed on 8x10 paper, a high res image should be sent along with 

the resume.  

IMPORTANT INFO BEFORE YOU BOOK AN AUDITION 

The commitment level for these courses is high – students are expected to miss no more 

than two prearranged rehearsals or classes for the entirety of the process  

WHAT HAPPENS IF I GET INTO THE COMPANY? 

https://forms.gle/P1D2wdUEQ7hM6ADW6


We will let you know shortly after your audition whether you have a spot in the 

company. If you do, we will ask you to register for the course at that time. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I DON’T? 

If you don’t get into one of the companies, we will offer you a 20% discount on one 

course at MTYP! 

CAN I AUDITION FOR BOTH YOUNG COMPANY AND MUSICAL THEATRE 

COMPANY? 

Yes.  

 

Any other questions? Please contact theatreschool@mtyp.ca 






























































































